
Fwd: TP2JP (Tommy Park to Japan) - Newsletter v03b - July 3rd Goodbye Potluck +
leave date update

Tue, Jul 5, 2022 at 12:59 PM

---------- Forwarded message --------- 
From: Tommy Park <thomas.y.park@gmail.com> 
Date: Thu, Jun 30, 2022 at 12:48 AM 
Subject: TP2JP (Tommy Park to Japan) - Newsletter v03b - July 3rd Goodbye Potluck + leave date update 

Hello Friends and Family,

Just a quick update on the potluck, leave date, and where I'll be:

1. I realize that I might not have shared where my new location will be. Instead of Tokyo, I'll be in northern Japan:
Aomori Prefecture in the city of Hirosaki, serving as the Tohoku Serve Asia Coordinator, which gets the majority
of the short-term workers that come into Japan with OMF. Should be a great placement, and I'm excited to see
what the Lord will do.

2. After discussing things with the Japan leadership, my leave date has been pushed back to July 16th. Plans are
starting to come together already for my first month in Japan, which will include the handoff from the previous
coordinator and driving around Tohoku to visit some of the sites, including Sendai.

3. The sendoff potluck will still be this weekend at Gardena Valley Baptist Church from 5:30-8:00pm: 1630 W. 158th
Street, Gardena, CA 90247. Please let me know if you think you’ll be able to make it, and please bring something
yummy to share. I know it’s the holiday weekend so people might already have plans, but that’s OK, I totally
understand if people can’t make it. I've created a link for you to be able to respond if you haven't
already: https://forms.gle/FAL2okJYwR2vP8aH7

Thank you again for journeying with me... it's been humbling and a true blessing... thank you, thank you!

tommy

On Sat, Jun 18, 2022 at 2:07 AM Tommy Park <thomas.y.park@gmail.com> wrote: 
  Hello Friends and Family,

Praise God for His provision, as I’m fully funded and am preparing to leave for Japan. Thank you for partnering with me
in this journey, and already there’s been a share of ups and down. But as I learn to trust God more and more, I know it
will be ever sweeter. Here's a quick summary with prayer requests, with the longer explanation to follow:

Goodbye potluck on Sunday July 3rd starting at 5:30pm at Gardena Valley Baptist Church: 1630 W. 158th
Street, Gardena, CA 90247. Please let me know if you think you’ll be able to make it, and please bring
something yummy to share. I know it’s the holiday weekend so people might already have plans, but that’s OK, I
totally understand if people can’t make it. 
Praise God for His provision, as I’m fully supported! You can still support any way the Lord leads you, or feel
free to share the following link with others: https://partnerhub.omf.org/tp1
I finished up work at Northrop Grumman, and will continue with many goodbyes in the coming weeks, notably a
family reunion on my mom’s side next week. Please continue to pray for good goodbyes…
Praise God for his provision of another roommate, who will fill many needs including being handy around the
house! One more thing to thank God for His provision in this process.
Please continue pray for logistics with the house to be ironed out: final things on the house (including
insurance), sorting through things, what to give away/sell, etc... I know they will be, but it's a little overwhelming
at times!
Waiting on paperwork from Japan so I can process my visa and hopefully leave for Japan by 5 July to
make it for a wedding… chances look slim, but God can make a way!
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Other logistics like finding an apartment, etc seems unsure at the moment, but have talked with the team in
Japan and we’re all confident things will get work out… just need to get there!

First of all, since there will be a limited amount of time before I leave for Japan, I’ll be having a goodbye potluck on
Sunday night, July 3rd at Gardena Valley Baptist Church from 5:30-8:30pm or so. Please bring something to share with
others, and let me know if you can make it just so I can get a head count. The address of the church is: 1630 W. 158th
Street, Gardena, CA 90247

At this point I am fully supported, praise God! He has provided not only financially, but through the love and support of
you all who have reminded me that I’m not going alone, and that brings me great comfort in the uncertainty I’m facing.
It’s been a humbling experience preparing to leave for Japan. Learning to let go of the control I thought I had in my life
has been difficult, but good. A large part of that is seeing how God has brought each of you into my life to help support
and get me through of all this, and for that I am so grateful. Just learning to let go of things and allow myself to be
blessed by others in so many ways has been so sweet. I’m not at all deserving of your love and support, which makes
your gifts (time, help, finances, prayers) all the more special. I wish I could say it better, but words fail me, so all I can
say is “domo arigato gozaimasu.” 

There have already been many goodbyes, and some of the most challenging may be coming up this week at a family
reunion in Hawaii. Even though three years isn’t that long in the big picture, we don’t know what the future will hold, so I
am treasuring all the time I have with friends and family. 

I’m planning on leaving for Japan on July 5th, but at the moment I’m waiting for paperwork from Japan to allow me to
get a visa. Paperwork takes time, and along with so many other things to do around the house and in preparation to
leave I’m not sure if there will be enough time for everything. But through it all I’m still learning to trust God to see me
through this stage and remind me of His goodness and faithfulness. From my last meeting I had with the team in
Japan, I was encouraged that I wasn’t the only one who wasn’t sure how things would work out, and that we were all
learning to trust God together. 

Thank you again for journeying with me... I love you all so much!

Until all have heard, 

tommy 
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