
TOMMY DYO - MINISTRY UPDATE
AUGUST 2022

Dear Friend, 

Some of you were caught off guard from my last prayer letter when I asked for prayer
for “potentially [the most] explosive and divisive conference of my career.” More
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details will follow below, but I also wanted to update you on my packed summer and my
fall sabbatical plans.  

In short, I can really say that I am blessed and well pleased with all that is happening.
God is good and as my financial and prayer partner, I could not do it without you!
THANK YOU! 

CRU NATIONAL STAFF CONFERENCE: CRU22

I was very pensive going into Cru22 in Milwaukee. As I have shared in several past
updates, Cru has been going through some rough patches as they deal with diversity
and leadership. There have been some missteps with a few significant leadership
decisions and many have allowed themselves to be caught up in political partisan
issues instead of understanding how our organization has missed reaching different
cultures and people groups. 

As a result, many Black, Indigenous, and People of Color (BIPOC) staff have resigned
from Cru and Epic Movement. At Cru22, the crowd in the arena was noticeably smaller
and less diverse, albeit, some of the thinning was due to COVID-19. 

The speakers and messages focused on the mission of Cru, the centrality of Jesus
Christ, and the apostolic charge that we hold to; “Win Build Send.” The messages
were Bible centered, mission focused, encouraging, and ‘safe.’ The “elephant in the
room,” addressing the catalyst of the staff exodus was not really addressed. This
remains an issue that we as leaders have to navigate through this next season of Cru’s
ministry. 

In short, Cru22 was like the supplemental drink Ensure ®…nutritious and good for you,
but not a lot of flavor. It was fun to connect with people but we still have a lot of work to
do as we address diversity, develop leaders, and steward the organization.

There is more to be done, and organizationally, Cru and Epic Movement are still places
where I can invest to serve the Lord’s Kingdom. There are bumps and bruises, but until
called otherwise, I will continue to serve with diligence.    



Below are some photos and captions to give you a glimpse of what Cru22 was like. 

I appreciate and affirm one of Cru’s national leadership, Darryl Smith. 



One of the emcees was Epic’s Jamie Lam. 

Gwen Smith, heading up Oneness in Diversity (OnD) with her husband, Darryl. 



Can you see me? I was the emcee for the OnD luncheon with over 300 Cru
leaders talking about diversity and the mission. And yes, I was the only one to

address the ‘elephant in the room.”  



I had an opportunity to share my faith with some strangers through an app. Just
kidding. Epic staff were coordinating a meal at one of the great Milwaukee

eateries.  
 

THE DRIVE

After Cru22, I actually drove from Milwaukee to my home in Long Beach! There were a
few key stops along the way at the Heart Mountain Pilgrimage, Minidoka, and Manzanar
Incarceration sites. I drove over 3000 miles and really enjoyed seeing middle America

and much of the west. It was actually more economical than flying back home and then
flying back to the pilgrimage.  Half of the stays were in cheap hotels and campsites. As

you know, I preferred the campsites…especially near fishing! 





 

THE HEART MOUNTAIN PILGRIMAGE 
 

During WWII, my mother’s side of the family were incarcerated at Heart Mountain
Relocation Center near Cody, WY. There were over 10,000 people of Japanese
ancestry imprisoned there from 1942 to 1944. The Pilgrimages are events where former
incarcerees, descendants, and community members come together to share stories,
learn from experts, and connect with the like minded.  

My first time there in 2019, I was overcome with deep emotion relating to my community



regarding the atrocities of our government’s decisions. For my sister and I, there was a
sense of “We don’t have to explain ourselves…” and we fit in. We made significant
connections with others and bonded in a unique community. We connected with many,
with hugs abounding and tears flowing. It was quite powerful. 

This year, I was again able to kindle strategic connections with people I had met
previously. I was able to have deep spiritual and Christ centered conversations with
people, especially those who do not know Jesus. I am blessed to be a part of this. 

My sister Naomi with the iconic Heart Mountain in the background. We were
blessed to connect with each other and with so many people with a shared

experience. 



This flag has been signed by former incarcerees from across the United States
and different camps and will be housed at the Heart Mountain Interpretive

Center's new education collection. 



On my way home from Heart Mountain, I visited Minidoka Relocation Center in
Twin Falls, ID 



Then I drove to Manzanar to give a lecture for Fellowship Monrovia. We were able
to have lunch in the mess hall at Manzanar! 

HOMEFRONT: MIKA UPDATE

I am gushing with daddy pride! In the Fall of 2021, Mika auditioned for an independent
film and we had no idea that the role was the focal point of the film! SHE GOT THE
PART! Mika has so many personal connecting points to the character of the story, it
seems like it was written for her! Mika has always had a passion to tell stories about the
incarceration of Japanese Americans during WWII and No No Girl will spark curiosity for
the audience to dig deeper into the history of this injustice. 

“In the middle of the night, before they are to be sent to a Japanese Internment
Camp, one family buries a secret in their backyard garden. Eighty years later, a

clue is discovered and what begins as a mystery soon turns criminal as a family
of different minds try to come together to discover the truth of their past.”

The premiere on August 20 is sold out but look for future showings via https://www.
eighteastproductions.com/ or follow Mika Dyo on Instagram.  

https://epicmovement.us12.list-manage.com/track/click?u=f8295905d5de8e5e1408ece33&id=70c8cdde9a&e=b00b0f3a16


For trailers and more information about No No Girl, click here.

https://epicmovement.us12.list-manage.com/track/click?u=f8295905d5de8e5e1408ece33&id=97aff6b1c8&e=b00b0f3a16
https://epicmovement.us12.list-manage.com/track/click?u=f8295905d5de8e5e1408ece33&id=70a74cc014&e=b00b0f3a16


SABBATICAL

I just turned 59 last week and this is my last year of being in my 50’s! I shared at my
birthday dinner to my kids, “Not to sound morbid, but I have many more years behind
me, than in front of me.” With that in mind, I will be taking a sabbatical from
September to mid November of this year. 

In addition to rest and renewal (yup…some fishing will be had), my primary focus will be
to understand how to purposefully leave a legacy on what the Lord has taught me
through the years. With a coach, I will be kept accountable to better understand my best
fit and how to most effectively serve in my years of active ministry. 

My main prayer request for this time is that I will listen to the Lord’s leading and map
out a cogent way to leave a legacy. 

CLOSING THOUGHTS

Thawing from COVID-19 and pressing on in ministry, I am deeply thankful for being able
to serve in full time ministry. There is much work to be done, but there is a need to rest
and reflect as well. My mission to help bring people into a relationship with Jesus Christ
is still forefront in what I do. I am thankful for you, your prayers, encouragement, and
sustaining gifts for me to serve the Lord. 

In His Service,

Tommy Dyo 
tommy.dyo@epicmovement.com 

QUICK LINKS:

mailto:tommy.dyo@epicmovement.com


 Prayer Request 

 Gab a coffee or meal 

 Little Tokyo JANM Tour 

 Ukraine Emergency Fund 

THANK YOU!

Support Tommy
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